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Traffic and Transport

Site transport assessment

The proposed Ratherheath development is compliant with the main principles of the
transport objectives and criteria as stated in the national, regional and local policy
guidance. The proposed development satisfies the key objectives within PPG13 by
being able to promote more sustainable transport choices to access the site, thus
reducing the reliance on the use of the private car [Appendix 14: Transport Assessment,
Travel Planning, Park & Ride Feasibility Report & Car Parking Management Strategy].
The proposed Park & Ride facility will benefit the business park as well as providing a
sustainable means for commuters and visitors to access Windermere and Kendal town
centres. Whilst the site is clearly readily accessible by private car, the deliberate positive
emphasis on focussing on providing excellent public transport to the site will make the
employment opportunities available on the site much more socially inclusive, and will
therefore assist in addressing one of the fundamental drivers of rural poverty: the lack of
access to reasonable jobs.

St a g e c ondia dsgessment of an improved public transport offer is on the basis of
running a service every 15 minutes, daily up to 2000 hrs, between Kendal and Bowness
via Windermere, integrated with their existing network, and using the latest available
accessible vehicles, meeting the latest emission standards.

Whilst this proposal would generate patronage both from visitors, new users and existing
local residents, it is estimated from transport models that only about one-third of the
costs would be recovered from user revenue in the first couple of years. Full cost
recovery would require around 750 new users per week, depending on the fare levels
applied. This assessment gives a fair indication of the potential of the setting up and
running a bus service attractive enough to take advantage of the opportunities presented
by the development.

The improved public transport offer created by the presence of the development, with or
without the Park & Ride, would have a major impact on personal travel planning and
behaviour in the locality. With an envisaged 500 employment opportunities on the site,
the 750 new users per week trigger would be guaranteed to be met. Consideration of
person and trip rates concludes that up to 20% of employed people: 200 new trips per
day, 1000 new trips per week, will in fact access the site via bus [Appendix 14 Transport
Assessment].

The site has good cycle links, with National Cycle Route 6 running less than 200 metres
from the site. This provides route between Kendal and Windermere and villages in
between, notably Staveley and Burneside where there are connections to the rail
network. At the present time, walking links to and from the site are of a low standard,
with no footways in the immediate vicinity of the site and any access to Staveley and
Burneside is via public footpath or walking on-road. However, the roadside verges of the
A591 show evidence of pedestrian usage which could be readily improved to modern
standards.
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Other Potential Benefits of the Site are that the Ratherheath Partnership has identified a
number of candidate site occupiers, including W McClure Ltd and Stonecraft Design.

In the case of these candidate occupiers the relocation of these businesses offers a
number of potential benefits, particularly in relation to removing inappropriate vehicle
access problems caused by their current locations. The W McClure Ltd existing site in
the centre of Windermere is widely recognised as a significant issue, which causes
highway problems due to the restricted highway access and the very difficult servicing
and loading management problems. The location on College Road is one of the main
streets in the town; however, the utilisation of College Road is significantly affected by
the locationof WMc Cl ur ebs existing site, which hinders t
more effectively manage traffic and movement at a wider town level. The current
occupation of the site in this location is not making best use of the College Road asset
for the town and it also causes issues for other occupiers and users of the road, who
would benefit from the relocation of the business. The Stonecraft Design business is
currently located in a predominantly residential area, which although on a smaller scale
also creates access conflict and problems through its inappropriate location and access
arrangements. These access problems cause inconvenience and potential safety issues
for neighbouring businesses and residents, which relocation would help to remove.

At a more general level, the site at Ratherheath site has the potential to remove HGV
and large vehicle movements from other inappropriate sites further into the LDNP.

It is contended that the current highway weight restriction at Grasmere ought to be
brought forward to the northern access roundabout junction exit at Ratherheath to
transform the site into the distribution hub for the LDNP with HGV access beyond
severely restricted by essential permits.

The LDNPA commissioned Steer Davies Gleave to provided a Report:

A Transport Framework for the Lake District National Park: Phase One: Evidence and

Analysis 21% July 2008

The report states:

firhis analysis reveals that 58% live and work within the National Park, with 42%

travelling outside the Park for work, primarily within the region, but further afield too.

While the Lake District has many more residents working from home than the England

average, it has far fewer travelling short-medium distances (2-10km) and more travelling

longer distances (20km+), reflective of the rurality of the area.

Key conclusions

They key conclusions which can be drawn from this background/context to this study

are:

A The Lake District is char act epediayendit-dary hi gh r at
owning households. While rates are high compared to the rest of Cumbria and the

region, they are mid level when compared with the other National Parks;

A Despite this, journey to work pattaddmed,in the
certainly compared to the rest of Cumbria and the region as a whole, with much higher

proportions of people working from home, and walking to work. Marginally more people

living in the Lake District travel longer distances to work than the England average;

A The National Par k cat er g ardéhis numbeeisstillB m t ouri sts
growing. Almost three quarters are day visitors 1 arguably, those with potentially most

travel Oimpactd as their visit pferpactedayeoht s bot h &
visit;



Chapter 10: Traffic and Transport

A Visitors are a cr uciiahbyamamajor corftributohtethd o c a | econc
local economy, with visitor numbers, income from visitors and related employment all still

growing;

A There is a ver yisitersapmeartp bervierg Gommitted tb thesLake V

District as a specific destination i high numbers are repeat and very frequent visitors

and three quarters say that they intend to return within the next two years;

A Despite this bei ®ghalenginguerran, theseragpearswibé eh s om

relatively good public transport network in place which includes a wide range of types of

service i scheduled bus, demand responsive bus, taxibus, rail, steam rail, ferry and car

ferry. The network is enhanced during the summer but a good number of services

operate all year round; [The veracity of this conclusion is questionable:- whilst some

may agree that the number of bus stops is relatively good, but the frequency of service is

invariably poor and multiple stage bus trips impractical for employment related journeys.]

A Rai l services have a more | imited role as rail
to the Park;

A The current cycle network appears to be fr agme
identified,;

A Finally, the picture of car parking provision
managing car parks within the National Park, all taking different approaches.

The problems raised by stakeholders as part of the interviews generally fell into several

key themes:

A Traffic levels and congestion on key routes;
A The publ i c withintheNatprarPark;o f f er

A Public tr atotheNatonal Park;r vi ces

A Ccar parking provision; and

A Provision for cyclists.
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Access junction roundabout

L
The finalised geometric design of the roundabout access junction is for an offset left
alignment 45.0m single carriageway inscribed circle diameter roundabout.

The junction has been design checked [Appendix 14: Transport Assessment Section
6.10]. The access has been assessed under a range of scenarios using industry-
standard junction assessment tools. The outputs demonstrate that the junction, across
all scenarios, operates well below capacity and the development traffic from the
proposed scheme will not cause any operational difficulties to the junctions within the
study area.
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Access junction geometric properties

The size of the roundabout will enable it to be sympathetically landscaped to give it
cohesion with the part urban part rural nature of the A591 at Plantation Bridge.

The design of the roundabout could also incorporate entrance signage for the LDNP and
act as the distinguished boundary for the envisaged World Heritage Site.
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Long view image looking across the site north toward Windermere

Image looking north along the alignment of the A591



