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Design and Access Statement 
 
Benefits of an island site 
The benefits of developing an island site are that the Local Planning Authority [LPA] in 
collaborative partnership with the developer[s] can specify the aesthetics and 
environmental performance characteristics of the built development and associated 
infrastructure unhindered by having precedents in the locality. 
The envisaged building palettes are those that would represent the best of current and 
anticipated practices and materials availability [Appendix 18: Building Palettes]. 
In setting a design guide standard for the development prospective occupiers would be 
able to quantify the benefits to be derived from relocation out of their existing premises 
into new facilities. 
The site can be established as an exemplar without distraction. 
 
Sense of place 
The site at Ratherheath has a number of pre-existing locational attributes that reinforce 
its ability to have a sense of place in its own right: 

¶ It already has a strong functional sounding name 

¶ It is a place almost everybody living north of Kendal and south of Grasmere 
already has to pass as a matter of routine in their  day to day life functions 

¶ It is an island site and would not attract the stigma of blighting or distorting 
established settlements 

¶ It is at the heart of the economic sub-region 

¶ It is located at the principle entry point for Receptors accessing the LDNP 

¶ It is located on the main travel route for members of the community 

¶ It is located at the arrival point for visitors to the LDNP where they could halt, 
acquire some sense of tranquillity after journeying and then gather themselves 
for a world class visitor experience in the impending spectacular landscape to 
come 

¶ It is readily accessible to persons not having private transport which will 
contribute to personal equalities on the site 

¶ It has a natural topographical axis to which builtform can be integrated 

¶ It sits nestled in the landscape with a protected and screened southwesterly zone 
of visual influence yet with contrasting northeasterly long vistas toward the 
Lakeland mountains and fells 

¶ It has the ability to carry ecological and landscape mitigation that is both 
functional and has the possibility of being educational 

¶ The 60% integral managed open space will make it a pleasant place to be. 
 
Access 
The site will be designed to be readily accessible by car, public transport, cycling and 
walking: as per the Travel Plans in Chapter 10 and Appendix 14. 
Access to buildings and the ergonomics of their interiors will be fully compliant with the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
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Detailed assessment of the preferred development choice 

 
 

The Masterplan RH001/01 that is submitted with the planning application, for illustrative 
purposes, describes the proposed development, in terms of land zoning: that ensures 
that the Outline planning application is bounded within the EIA process that was 
undertaken: 

¶ The four building zones are described in terms of their finished ground floor level, 
maximum eaves height, maximum ridge height and maximum building footprint 
within the specified zone 

¶ The buildings are called up in terms of the roofing materials as being slate, 
sedum or dark roofing materials, with the walls as stone, wet dash render or dark 
cladding. 

¶ The ecological studies and mitigation proposals [Chapter 6 and Appendix 13] 
have dictated the development of the encompassing landscaping and wildlife 
zones and corridors which both surround and traverse the development. These 
call for the specification and designation of rank/marshy grassland, mixed native 
tree & shrub planting, grassland, water bodies and naturalised culvert paths. 
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Consideration of alternative layouts 
The principal driver for builtform layouts on the site has been seeking to use the 
orientation of the glacial topography that runs across the site, on a northwest to 
southeast axis, to mitigate the presence of proposed development. 

 
Topographical Survey 
 

 
 

Topographical section orientations 



Chapter 7: Design and Access Statement  

 
Topographical sections 
 

 
 

Preliminary identified development zones: Red: 1-2 storey & Blue 2-3 storey 


